This was to be expected, so long as we continued in ignorance of the morbid changes which accompany, or form part of it; but now that we are in possession of a great mass of well-established facts, relating both to its autopsy and symptoms, we may proceed with more confidence to trace its causes, and to determine whether it is subject to any uniform laws.
Overlooking those theories, or rather hypotheses, which attribute all the phenomena of cholera to an immaterial something,* to some peculiar and undefined influence of electricity in the blood and textures of the body, to concussion of the brain,f to torpor of the extreme vessels of the liver, or to some other equally obscure cause; let us proceed to examine the more prevalent opinions of the day. These But it appears to me that we can with less propriety attribute cholera to diminished energy of the nervous system, than almost any other disease with which we are acquainted; for, in cholera, the external senses, the voluntary, and some involuntary motions, continue, in a large proportion of cases, unimpaired; and one of the most important and extensive secretions, viz. that of the mucous membranes, far from being diminished, is always prodigiously increased. Even the other secretions are not invariably diminished; and, when they are so, we can easily perceive that it does not arise from any defeet of the nervous system, but from a deficiency of the circulating fluid, which has been withdrawn from these organs, and determined towards the mucous membranes, the seat of increased action. 
